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Preface
The IV ALIO/EURO Workshop on Applied Combinatorial Optimization was the fourth of a series of triennial
meetings, organized with the goal of fostering cooperation between Combinatorial Optimization researchers and prac-
titioners in Latin America and Europe. The ﬁrst workshop in this series was held in Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) in 1989,
followed by those in Valparaíso (Chile) and Erice (Italy), in 1996 and 1999, respectively.
This Special Issue presents a collection of refereed selected contributions presented at the IV ALIO/EURO Workshop
on Applied Combinatorial Optimization, which was held in Pucón (Chile) from November 4–6, 2002. This workshop
was attended by approximately 70 participants from Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, England, France, Ireland, Italy,
New Zealand, Poland, Portugal, Spain, United States, and Venezuela.
The workshop was also organized in celebration of the 60th birthdays of our friends and colleagues Nelson Maculan
and Andrés Weintraub. It was intended as a special tribute from the Combinatorial Optimization community to these
two well-known researchers. Their contribution to Latin America goes far beyond their teaching and research activities,
as they have been fundamental links in the development and application of Operations Research and Combinatorial
Optimization throughout the region, especially with their involvement in the creation of the Associación Latino-Íbero-
Americana de Investigación Operativa (ALIO).
I wish to acknowledge Universidad de Concepción for its support in the organization of the workshop. I am indebted
to the invited speakers and to the members of the Program Committee, in particular to Francesco Mafﬁoli. I am also
grateful to the authors of the papers appearing in this Special Issue and to the anonymous and generous work of many
devoted referees. Finally, I wish to express all my gratitude to Peter Hammer, for his encouragement and support at all
stages of the production of this Special Issue.
Rio de Janeiro, August 5, 2005.
Celso C. Ribeiro
Guest Editor
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